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county of Maine in 1063. Here he somewhat overreached
himself, for his rule in Maine was unpopular and gave rise
to frequent revolts. In Brittany, too, where the lack of unity
in the duchy tempted him to establish his suzerainty, he met
with constant opposition, and got more trouble than advan-
tage from his interference.
The count of Anjou, Geoffrey Martel, had died in the same Anjou
year as Henry I of France, 1060, and until 1068 there was
continual civil war between his two nephews, Geoffrey the
Bearded, whom he had designated as his heir, and Fulk
Rechin. Fulk was eventually victorious, but the county
had been desolated by the long war, and for the rest of his
life, which lasted until 1109, he had to deal with the revolts
of his barons, a sequel of the discord to which his struggle
with his brother had given rise. His neighbours took the
opportunity to enrich themselves at his expense, Philip
acquiring the Gatinais, William VIII of Aquitaine recovering
Saintonge, and William of Normandy seizing Maine. The
last was far the most serious loss, and Fulk gave considerable
trouble to William by his constant attempts to recover it.
On this account his hostility to Normandy could be relied
upon to keep him on friendly terms with the French king.
Next to Normandy, Flanders was the most highly central- Flanders
ised State in the north of France. Count Baldwin V had •
extended it eastwards at the expense of Lower Lorraine,
joining with Godfrey of Upper Lorraine in his revolt against
the Emperor Henry III. His son Baldwin VI survived him
only a short time, and then another son, Robert the Frisian,1
ejected his nephew Arnulf and seized the power. Philip I
summoned an expedition in the defence of Arnulf, but the
royal army was decisively defeated at Cassel in 1071 and
Arnulf was slain. Robert made his peace with the king,
and for twenty-two years was undisputed master of Flanders.
His rule was marked by the extension of the count's authority;
the numerous castles were placed under castellans appointed
by himself, and the local nobles, forbidden to build castles,
were kept in subjection; especial protection was given to
the highways, so essential to the merchants, for Robert was
careful to cherish, and to profit by, the growing commercial
1 So called, because he had married Gertrude, widow of count Florence I
of West Frisia (Holland), and ruled Frisia as her son's guardian.

